84            DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES     [JULY 22

go beyond our lines. There is no doubt that the Colonel
was sincere, but he found himself unequal to the task he had
undertaken. Instead of persuading Jeff Davis to change
his course, Davis succeeded in persuading poor Jaquess
that the true course to be pursued was to let Davis & Co.
do as they pleased. The result was that Jaquess and his
friend Gilmore (alias Kirke), who went to Richmond to
shear, came back shorn.

In these peace movements, the President has pursued
his usual singular course. Seward was his only confidant
and adviser, as usual in matters of the greatest importance.
He says that Mr. Fessenden accidentally came in on other
business while he was showing Seward the Greeley corre-
spondence; and he was let into a knowledge of what was
going on, but no one else. John Hay was subsequently
told, before going off, and now, to-day, the Cabinet are
made acquainted with what has been done. The President,
instead of holding himself open to receive propositions, has
imposed conditions and restrictions that will embarrass
the parties.

July 25, Monday. There has been a little ferment in
military circles, as newspaper correspondents write. Blair
told me a few days since that Cutts came on his steps to
sympathize and express his regret that the vandals should
have burnt his (Blair's) house. Blair said that nothing
better could be expected while poltroons and cowards had
the management of military affairs. Cutts left abruptly.
I now hear it stated that General Halleck reported the re-
mark to Stanton, and Stanton forwarded Halleck's letter
to the President, who remarked that men would speak
their minds freely in this country. I have no idea that
either Halleck or Stanton will press the subject farther.
It would please Blair, I think, if they would.

Mr. Solicitor Whiting spent an hour at my house last
evening. The principal topic of discussion was that of Re-
construction. He maintains that the States which have